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Doors in residential occupancies and commercial buildings may be reinforced at the door 

lock or latch for a number reasons, including the following: 

 The lockset may have become worn or broken so that it no longer provides 
security, and the replacement lockset was smaller than the opening in the door 
(photo 1). This type of reinforcement amounts to a pair of giant washers that hold 
the lockset centered within the oversized opening so that it can function properly. 
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http://www.fireengineering.com/articles/print/volume-158/issue-4/truck-company-showcase/features/commercial-operations-hinge-ldquoshearingrdquo.html
http://www.fireengineering.com/articles/print/volume-165/issue-9/features/homeland-security-in-america-past-present-and-future.html
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 The door may have been forced during unauthorized entry by thieves or by 
firefighters or emergency medical services (EMS) personnel performing their 
duties, causing damage to the door that did not require complete replacement of 
the door (photo 2). This type of reinforcement slips over the edge of the damaged 
door to reinforce it in that area. This kind of hardware can also be used when the 
replacement lockset is smaller than the original and when the owner needs to 
reinforce that part of a door to make forcible entry more difficult in the future. 
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 When a door is undamaged during forcible entry, a new lockset of the same size 
can be replaced in the same opening. In this case, the occupant and the 
neighbors may add a second lock in an attempt to prevent another incident 
(photo 3). This addition can cause delays for firefighters and EMS personnel who 
may need to force entry to perform their duties and may cause delays in escape 
for occupants attempting to leave fire. 

http://www.fireengineering.com/articles/print/volume-165/issue-3/features/forcible-entry-techniques-for-roll-down-security-gates.html
http://author5.pennwell.net/content/fe/en/articles/2014/10/%E2%80%A2%09http:/www.fireengineering.com/articles/print/volume-157/issue-12/features/can-adequate-rehab-prevent-firefighter-deaths.html
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 The door may have been destroyed during forcible entry, and replaced with a 
new door with reinforcement at the lockset or multiple locks. 

 The door may have been destroyed during forcible entry and replaced with a new 
steel security door that has been trimmed with wood and metal to appear 
identical to the original door. 

When the lockset area of a door is reinforced, so often is the latch area of the door jamb. 

This may involve a reinforced strike plate, extra screws, or steel angles or other shapes 

reinforcing the jamb. The hinge area is also often reinforced with extra-length screws and 

reinforcing plates. 

In addition to reinforcements in these obvious areas, the door and jamb can be reinforced 

in any way possible by the homeowner or business occupant. Any of these can make 

forcible entry more difficult for EMS personnel performing their duties and can delay the 

occupants when they are trying to escape a fire. 
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